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From 1 April 2011, the responsibility for the collection of data and production of official labour market and
economic statistics transferred from the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Investment to the Northern
Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA), an agency of the Department of Finance and Personnel
(DFP). This transfer mirrored the position in Great Britain, where most business surveys and labour market
data collection and statistical production have been transferred from the departments with policy
responsibilities to the Office for National Statistics (ONS). However, it is important to note that there are no
planned changes to the production of economic and labour market statistical publications and outputs as a
result of the transfer.

For further information please contact:

Gerard Colgan
Economic and Labour Market Statistics Branch
Room 110, Netherleigh, Massey Avenue, Belfast BT4 2JP

Tel: (028) 9052 9523

Fax: (028) 9052 9658

Textphone: (028) 9052 9304
Email: gerard.colgan@dfpni.gov.uk
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This report provides statistics on passenger and freight traffic through Northern Ireland ports
in 2010. The information shows that:

= The total tonnage through Northern Ireland ports in 2010 was 22.911 million tonnes,
compared to 20.786 million tonnes the previous year.

= The total tonnage comprised 14.837 million tonnes of inward traffic and 8.074 million
tonnes of outward traffic.

= The majority of total traffic came through the Belfast Port (56%), while over 20% of total
traffic came through the port of Larne.

= 529,256 tourist vehicles passed through Northern Ireland ports in 2010. This compared
with a figure of 525,808 in 2009 - an increase of 0.7%.
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INTRODUCTION
This publication provides statistics on passenger and
freight traffic through Northern Ireland ports.

The current system for collecting detailed port freight
traffic statistics was introduced in 2000 to meet the
requirements of an EU Maritime Statistics Directive.

GOODS THROUGH PRINCIPAL PORTS

The total tonnage through Northern Ireland ports in
2010 was 22.911 million tonnes, comprising
14.837 million tonnes of inward traffic and 8.074
million tonnes of outward traffic. This represents an
increase of 10.2% on the figure of 20.786 million
tonnes for 2009, which comprised 13.743 million
tonnes of inward traffic and 7.043 million tonnes of
outward traffic.

In 2010, almost 58% of inward traffic in goods came
in through the Belfast Port, with over 16% through
Larne Port, 11% through Londonderry and the
remainder through Warrenpoint and other ports.

Total inward traffic
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Over half of all outward traffic in 2010 was through
the Belfast Port, while over 27% went through the port
of Larne. The remainder left NI through the ports of
Londonderry, Warrenpoint and other ports.

TOURIST VEHICLES

529,256 tourist vehicles passed through Northern
Ireland ports in 2010. Of this, 266,649 vehicles were
inward traffic and 262,607 left NI.

The majority of tourist vehicles passed through the

Belfast Port (over 57%), while the remainder passed
through Larne Port.
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DATA COLLECTION SYSTEM

In January 2000, an EC Maritime Statistics Directive
(Council Directive 95/64/EC on statistical returns in
respect of the carriage of goods and passengers by
sea, recast as Directive 2009/42/EC) was
implemented in the UK. This required a complete
overhaul of data collection methods. The information
in this report has been shown as far as possible on
the same or similar basis as previously published, but
it should be noted that the different collection system
for freight traffic has resulted in some discontinuities
in data series between 2000-2010 and previous
years.

ADDITIONAL TABLES

The following tables containing Northern Ireland Ports
Traffic data for 1998-2010 can be found on the
website:

Table 1. Tonnage of Goods Through the Principal Ports
in Northern Ireland

Table 2. Unit Load Carrier Cross Channel Traffic

Table 3. Unit Load Carrier Foreign Traffic

Table 4. Unit Load Carrier Total Traffic

Table 5. Other Traffic (Cross Channel, Foreign and
Total)

Table 6. Unit Load Carrier Traffic Tourist Vehicles

Notes

1. The tables give tonnage of goods through the
ports and exclude weights of containers and
weights of materials shipped for dumping at
sea.

2. Inward Traffic refers to all goods taken into
Northern Ireland from Great Britain and
elsewhere through the Northern Ireland ports.
Northern Ireland is not necessarily the
ultimate destination for these goods.
Similarly, Outward Traffic covers all goods
taken out through Northern Ireland ports,
destined for Great Britain or for foreign
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countries. The origin of the goods is not
necessarily in Northern Ireland.

FURTHER INFORMATION
For further information, please contact:

Mark McFetridge

Economic and Labour Market Statistics Branch
Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency
Department of Finance and Personnel
Netherleigh

Massey Avenue

BELFAST

BT4 2JP

Phone: 028 9052 9385

Fax: 028 9052 9459/9658
Textphone: 028 9052 9304

E-mail: mark.mcfetridge@dfpni.gov.uk

This publication is also available from the Economic
and Labour Market Statistics Branch website at:
http://www.detini.gov.uk/deti-stats-index/stats-
surveys/stats-ports-traffic.htm

UK data is available from the Department for
Transport website at:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/statistics/releases/port-freight-
statistics-2010-final-figures



