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As Northern Ireland's business 
development agency, Invest 
Northern Ireland’s aim is to 
support new and existing 

business to grow and compete 
internationally, and to attract new 

inward investment to Northern 
Ireland.

http://www.investni.com 

Invest Northern Ireland



Product Development Solutions

http://www.investni.com/index/already/product.htm



Invest Northern Ireland – encouraging Collaboration

http://www.investni.com/index/grow/researchanddevelopment 



www.enterpriseeuropeni.com



Short Term 
Reward

Long Term 
Reward

Technology 
Led

Market 
Led

Support for small 
companies to get 

innovative solutions 

to technical and 
business challenges

Assistance to explore 

how R&D can help your 

business and help 

businesses get 

involved in R&D

Grants for in-house 

R&D projects with 
collaborative 

bonuses 

Companies and 

research teams in 
HE/FE collaborating

Industry-led research 
in emerging 

technology sectors

Building 
Innovation

Developing 
Capacity

Adoption of 
Knowledge

Applying New 
Knowledge

Driving New 
Knowledge

Market failure

The Innovation Escalator



Invest NI can help:

• Identify the most appropriate funding scheme for your needs

• Advise on funding rules, regulations and eligibility criteria

• Assist you to find the right partners through the Enterprise Europe 

Network

• Signpost you to further specialist events and advice 

• Provide financial support for proposal preparation

• Pilot Mentoring Scheme





Invest NI Financial Support for Preparing 

Collaborative R&D applications

Eligible Costs

� Labour

� Consultancy Fees

� Legal Advice

� Travel and Subsistence Costs 

Grant for R & D – Project Development



Invest NI EU R&D Liaison Service in Brussels

• EU Funding and Policy Information services 
- Early Intelligence on EU calls (EU Funding Briefs) 
- EU R&D and Innovation Policy Monitoring (Brussels Bulletin) 

• Project Development Support
- Partner searches 
- Organization of meetings with the EC, potential partners  

• EU Networking activities and profiling the  

Region at EU level
- Relations with EC officials 
- Build strategic links with other regions, networks, etc.
- Organize Events to showcase Northern Ireland R&D expertise 

Invest NI - Brussels



• Start thinking strategically, think medium to long term

• Talk to us about your research needs

• Experienced researchers – sign up to become FP7 

evaluators

• Successful participation is often the culmination of a 

process, so be prepared - join networks, be open to 

collaboration, come to information sessions

OK – so what do I do next?



Northern Ireland participation in FP7 



Dr Lisa O’Reilly

Email: lisa.oreilly@investni.com 

Direct T: 028 9069 8594

Dr Robert Bunn

Email:     robert.bunn@investni.com 

Direct T: 028 9069 8602

R&D Liaison Executive – Brussels

Ms Farha Brahmi 

Email:     farha.brahmi@investni.com

Direct T: +32 (0)2 29 01 345

Collaboration Executives – Northern Ireland

Thank you for your attention


