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Ballymoney Borough Council welcomes this report and its recommendations, 

whilst noting the limitations within which the review was conducted.  It must be 

stated that the 6-week timeframe to formulate and articulate a response to 

such a significant document is very limiting and is not believed to be sufficient.   

Council believes that such a significant document deserved a consultation 

period that enabled a fully informed response, but that this has not been 

facilitated. 

 

Nevertheless, Council recognises that this report provides a framework for the 

required strengthening and realignment of an Economic Policy for Northern 

Ireland and hopes that further development of an integrated approach to 

Economic Policy is adopted.  To inform this, the following specific comments 

are offered. 

 

Ballymoney Borough Council welcomes the following recommendations in 

particular and looks forward with interest to their progression: 

 

�ª ��A more strategic and integrated approach to regional economic 

development; 

�ª ��Economic Development as a separate key consideration in the 

Executive; 

�ª ��The review of DETI’s role in Invest NI governance, and its operational 

activities;  

�ª �� Invest NI’s refocus towards R& D and innovation and the withdrawal 

of barriers (including the current narrow technology-related definition 

of innovation) to a wider base of potential clients;  

�ª ��Budgets relating to tourist accommodation being redirected to a more 

appropriate body; 

�ª �� Invest NI’s renewed focus on developing higher added value sectors; 

�ª ��Specialised and refocused training tailored to business need; and 

�ª ��The review of Planning’s time targets. 
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In relation to the recommendations, Ballymoney Borough Council would like 

consideration to be given to the following points: 

 

1. Although Ballymoney Borough Council supports the recommendation 

that more dedicated resources for policy development and monitoring 

are required, it suggests that although DETI should have an input to 

the appointment of an ‘independent’ economist, the appointment 

should be made independently of DETI.  This position should also be 

reviewed on a regular basis. 

 

2. Ballymoney Borough Council welcomes the recommendations 

regarding innovation and the suggestion that Invest NI focus its 

attention on R& D and innovation but widen its ‘client base’ to include 

all organisations beyond start up that have the potential to contribute to 

its new focus.  An ability to outreach effectively will be particularly 

relevant when focussing on building the supply side of the value chain.  

However, there is concern about Invest NI’s capacity to outreach to 

those organisations where local level contact and support has 

traditionally been favoured and there is a perceived lack of 

engagement from Invest NI.  

 

3. The reference to ‘a portfolio of policies’ would raise some concern, and 

would negate the affirmation that this review was to aid simplification.   
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